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dictation as well as of the Greek Emperor, his nominal
suzerain. Unfortunately for him, a pretender appeared
upon the scene in the person of Muntimir's grand-
son, Zacharia, whose claims were naturally supported
by the indignant Greeks and Bulgarians. Paul easily
defeated the former, but against the latter he was
powerless. The Bulgarian Czar deposed his creature
as easily as he had set him up, and Zacharia was
speedily installed as ruler of the Servian stock, the
chiefs accepting as law the will of the Bulgarian
sovereign in their choice of a prince. But Simeon
once more learnt that it was one thing to put a puppet
on the throne and quite another to keep him sub-
servient. Zacharia, like his predecessor, soon set
Bulgarian tutelage at defiance. At first, his efforts
were successful; the Bulgarian generals fell into his
hands, and he sent their heads to his ally, the Greek
Emperor, as a proof alike of his triumph and his
allegiance. But Simeon took a terrible revenge. He
was soon able to turn his individual attention to
Servia, and in a single battle overthrew the power
of Zacharia. The defeated ruler fled for ever from
his country, which was ravaged as it had never been
ravaged before. All the towns became the boot}'
of the victorious army. -Many of the inhabitants fled,
like their prince, to Croatia; their land, to use the
phrase of an old writer, "had become one vast,
gloomy, uninhabited forest." Travellers who visited
the country about this period could discover " no
more than fifty vagrants, without women or children,
who extracted a precarious subsistence from the
chase." While the first Bulgarian Empire was at its